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TAGS: AEMR PINT NZ VS 

SUBJECT: EVACUATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: A) STATE 071355 B) WELLINGTON 844 (NOTAL); C) SAIGON 3997 

1. EMBASSY ON APRIL 2 AGAIN DISCUSSED REFUGEE EVACUATION 
PROBLEM WITH MFA DEPUTY SECRETARY MERVYN NORRISH, EMPLOYING 
STATE AND SAIGON REFTELS. WE POINTED OUT THAT, ALTHOUGH 
AN EVACUATION FROM DANANG MIGHT NO LONGER BE FEASIBLE, 

PLANS WERE TO MOVE REFUGEES FROM OTHER POINTS ALONG THE CAST. 
WE HOPED NEW ZEALAND COULD HELP. 
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2. NORRISH SAID NEW ZEALAND KEENLY FELT 

THE HUMAN TRAGEDY OF VIETNAM. THE COUNCIL OF 
ORGANIZATIONS FOR RELIEF SERVICES OVERSEAS (CORSO) WAS 
LAUNCHING ON APRIL 2 A PUBLIC APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO AID 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. THE GNZ WOULD FOLLOW WITH A PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT WOULD MATCH FUNDS RAISED BY 
CORSO. HOPE WAS TO RAISE SEVERAL HUNDRED THOUSAND 
NEW ZEALAND DOLLARS. 

3. NORRISH SAID NEW ZEALAND PROBABLY COULD DO LITTLE 
TOWARDS A PHYSICAL EVACUATION OF REFUGEES. THERE WERE 
THREE ANTIQUATED BRISTOL FREIGHTERS AT SINGAPORE, BUT 
THESE PLANES SEEMED NOT VERY SUITABLE FOR EVACUATION 
PURPOSES. IN ADDITION, THE MFA IS MEETING WITH NEW ZEALAND 
NAVY TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF ASSISTING IN EVACUATION OF 
REFUGEES BY WATER. NORRISH SEEMED UNCERTAIN WHETHER 
NEW ZEALAND WOULD ACTUALLY PROVIDE A SHIP OR SHIPS, 
POINTING TO POSSIBILITY THAT EVENTS WOULD MOVE TOO FAST IN 
VIETNAM FOR NEW ZEALAND TO CATCH UP. 
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